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The first chapel, a log structure 20x40 feet, was built in time for 
the Pioneer Day celebration, July 24, 1860, and served the saints for 
nearly five years. Though it was small and its furnishings crude, it was 
accepted in the sight of the Lord. Those who came within its walls to 
worship were blessed abundantly with His spirit. 

Because the people had faith that their new valley would be fruitful 
and yield food to sustain their lives, they were blessed profusely by the 
Lord. Their numbers grew rapidly and in 1861 the officials of the Church 
felt a ward should be organized. i = 


JOSEPH STACY MURDOCK 
First Bishop of Heber City 


A familiar pattern in early Church government was followed as Presi- 
dent Young and the general authorities established the ward in Heber. 
Joseph S. Murdock, not a resident of the valley, yet a man who had 
proved his ability in Church leadership, was ordained as bishop of the 
new ward. Under the direction of Church officials he moved with his 
family to Heber City and set about to organize the new ward. This pat- 
tern of calling Bishops and Stake Presidents was followed for many years 
by President Young and his successors, and proved to be a valuable train- 
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Early Main Street, looking north, old Bank Building on ¢ 


The Duncan House (hotel and restaurant) east side of street, | 


North. 


